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THE MEMORIAL
TO HOMOSEXUALS
PERSECUTED

UNDER MAZISM.

GROBER TIERGARTEN,
BERLIN'S OLDEST AND
LARGEST PARK.

A CEMENT MONOLITH
WITH A TINY WINDOW,

INSIDE, A PROJECTION
OF QUEER MEN AND
WOMEN KISSING.

I WREATHS AND FLOWERS I




I CAME TO BERLIN AS
PART OF A COLLEGE
ART HISTORY CLASS.

AND We WERE YOUR
TIPICAL AMERICAN
STUDENT TOURISTS.

OBLIIOUS TO THE DEPTH
AND IMPORTANCE OF WHAT
We WERE ABOUT TO LEARN.

WE DIDN'T REALIZE AT
THE TIME HOW
IMPORTANT BERLIN WAS.,
HOW FORMATIVE THE
WEIMAR REPUBLIC WAS.,

IT WAS IN THE ENVIRONMENT OF
THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC THAT THE
TABOOS OF THE PAST WERE
CHALLENGED, AND WALLS OF OLD
THOUGHT WERE TORN DOWN.

FOR THOSE OF US IN THE LBGT
COMMUNITY, THE BIRTH OF WHAT

WOULD BECOME GAY LIBERATION,

IT'S AMAZING TO ME NOW THAT
I DIDN'T KNOW, HOW PIVITOL
THIS CITY'S ROLE WAS IN THE
FORMATION OF GAY RIGHTS.

OR HOW
IMPORTANT
IT STILL IS.
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T FOR HOMOSEXUALS

MAP THAT TH
WAS ACROSS THE STREET.
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THERE WAS A LOT OF
CONSTRUCTION THAT
DAY, AND FINDING THE
MEMORIAL WAS
PROUING DIFFICULT...

A%

FOLLOWING THE DIRECTIONS =
ON MY PHONE AND TRYING -
TO NAVAGATE ARCUND THE
FENCES AND BLOCKADES...

I WAS FRUSTRATED.

AND THROUGH THAT
FRUSTRATION, THE NEED
TO FIND THE MEMORAL
BECAME ESSENTIAL.

~ SN

THE CONSTRUCTION FENCES
BECAME REMINICENT OF THE
FENCES THAT CAGED, THE
FENCES THAT HATED...
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READING IT, IT CONFIRMED THAT IT WAS
TCO COMEMORATE THE HOMOSEXUALS
PERSECUTED UNDER NAZIISM...

I ReAD THE PLAQUE SEUERAL
TIMES IN SPEECHLESS ANGER.
SO We GET A PLAQUE IN THE
GRASS UNDER SOME
ARl CONSTRUCTION? THAT'S ALL

o WE DESERVE?

I ALSO COULDN'T HELF BUT
l COMPARE THAT WORD...

"PERSECUTED" TO THE ONE

USED ACROSS THE STREET..




I WAS FURIOUS.
_ JUST LIKe BEFORE, I HAD TO GET AWAY FROM THIS.

IT WAS JUST ONE THING TOO MANY.

MAYBE IT WAS BECAUSE MY I HAD TO WALK.

EMOTIONS WERE ALREADY RAW
FROM THE HOLOCAUST MeMORIAL...

JUST BEYOND THe CONSTRUCTION WAS A PARK. NATURE.

BUT THIS... PLAQUE

IT SENT ME OVER. 1 DECIDED IT WAS A GOOD PLACE TO COOL OFF.
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I ACTUALLY
W THIS WAS

IT'S INCREDIBLE. MOUING.

IT I T KNOW
| THIS WAS HERE, MAYBE
| Y'OU HAVENT HEARD OF THE
SCHWULES MUSEUMT 4

ENTSCHULDIGEN S MICH.

WO THANKS. TLL
DEFINITLY GO S£E IT. |
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@it WHAT DID "SCHWULES" MEAN ANYWAY?T
Y I LOOKED IT UP AS T WALKED, FOLOWING THE MAP.
IT CAME FROM LOW GERMAN * SCHULL “WHICH MEANS

SULTREY, HUMID, OR HOT, ORIGINALLY DERIVED FROM THE
OLD £XPRESSION FOR A GAY MAN, * WARNIER BRLDER ..

b abii

8 BUT | NEEDED TO SE THIS PLACE. i
THIS SCHUWULES MUSELM. ;

i DR 7/ T L ikc THE MONUMENT, _ ;i
i |l i T Was POSSESSING ME. ' ol
i i s i DRIVING ME TO FIND IT. S8

A SLUR, BUT NOT LIKE “FAGGOT IN
s g L 1 g

THE GERMANS HAVE RECLAIMED IT.

.‘rfﬂ" o = 5 3
Jegl ey THEIR OWN WORD, DEFIANT AND e
i il FROUD OF WHAT THEY ARE. !
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GOING INSIDE WAS LIKE... I

IT WAS LIKE HCIUING my

e g 7 B ERE——— k
FIE‘ST GAY EXPERIENCE. . gt T _ :
II ; \ A GIFT SHOP WITH
k" QUEER THEMED POST

) 7
I DIDH'T KHOW WHAT TO CARDS AND BAUBLEST
EXPECT, BUT | WAS FILLED

\J\JTH A SENSE OF eXCITMENT.

AND A FEELING OF HOPE, THAT WHAT
LAY IN STORE WOULD SATISFY THE
DESIRE IN MY HEART. FOR.. Mgy,

AS I MADE MY WaY INSIDE, -
I CAME TO REALIZE THAT IT
WAS SO MUCH MORE.

- ey “E—
= e

£



THE MUSEU

QUIETLY DEMONSTRATING HOW MLIC C
S TO THE IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY,
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WING A LIGHT ONTO THE W




THE FIRST TRANSGENDER WOMAN
TO PUBLICLY TALK ABOUT HER
EXPERIENCE IN WHAT IS PRI

THE WORLDS FIRST T

MAGAZINE. ---DAS 3

THAT DENIED THe
CONCEFPT THAT HOMOSEXUALITY WAS
A DENIAL OF MASCULINITY,

NTRIBUTED TO THE
5 OF GENDER FUIDITY,
WAS AN ACTIVIST FOR WOMEN,

MANSTREAM. SHE
THORN IN THE
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ADVOCATES FOR BISEXUAL
VISIBILITY, AND A LEGAL
PIONEER FOR QUEER RIGHTS.

l ONE OF THE FIRST

JEWISH SEXOLIGIST AND RENOUND
FOUNDER OF THE FIRST ADVCCACY GROUP
FOR HOMOSEXUAL AND TRANSGEMDER
PECPLE, MAGNUS PIONEERED SCIENTIFIC
RESEARCH INTO HUMAN SEXUALITY AND

Bl GENDER, CHALLENGING THE
HETERONORMATIVE MARATIVE, AND
CHANGING THE WAY WE THINK FOREVER.

o jd THE FIRST PERSON TO "COME

AR OUT" PUBLICLY IN MODERN
HISTORY, AND A CHAMPION OF
THE GAY RIGHTS MOVEMENT.

OMNE OF THE FIRST PUBLISHERS TO

OPEN UP TO LBGT CONTENT, GIVING

A VOICE TO THOSE WHC HAD BEEN
KEPT SILENT, AND PAVING THE WAY
FOR FUTURE QUEER PUBLICATIONS.

THE FIRST TRANSGENDER WOMAN
TO SURGICALY TRANSITION, A
SUCCESFUL MODEL, AND INSPIRATION.

THE FIRST FILMMAKER TO DEPICT GAY MEN
POSITIMELY, AND TO CAST HOMOPHOBIA AS A
BLIGHT ON SOCIETY, RATHER THAN THE REVERSE.




Leontine Sagan

MADE THE FIRST FILM TO
PORTRAY LESBIANS IN A
SYMPATHETIC LIGHT.

[

OME OF THE MOST FAMOUS
ALLIES TO THE QUEER
COMMUNITY, SHE BROUGHT
HER ACEPTANCE AND SUPPORT
TO HOLLYWOOD, AND
SOLIDIFIED QUEER ISIBILITY
THROUGH HER ADUOCACY,
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INSPIRED BY HIRSCHFELD,
HENRY EMIGRATED TO THE US,
AND FOUNDED THE SOCIETY
FOR HUMAMN EIGHTS, AND
SPENT THE REST OF HIS LIFE
AS A GAY RIGHTS ACTIVIST,

MADE THE FIRST POLITICAL SPEECH
ADDRESSING THE PLIGHT OF LESBIEN
WOMEN, AND IS RECOGNIZED AS THE
FIRST LESBIAN ACTIVIST, AS WELL AS THE g
FIRST WOMAN TO "COME OUT" IN
MODERN HISTORY.

WHO, THROUGH HIS WRITING AND FILMMAKING,
PRESERVED THE TRUTH OF WHAT WE HAD GAINED
AS A COMMUNITY DURING THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC,
AND DEMIED THE MAZIS FROM RE-WRITING HISTORY.

FOUNDER OF THE BUND FUR
MENSCHENRECHT, AND PUBLISHER
OF LGBT LITERATURE, HE FOUGHT
TO END DISCRINMINATION AGAINST
QUEER PEOPLE BOTH LEGALY

AND SOCIALLY.




BUT WE DON'T JUST HONOR
THEM FOR WHAT THEY DID.

WE REMEMBER HOW THEY WERE
MURDERED. WE REMEMBER HOW
" THEY WERE PERSECUTED. WE
REMEMBER HOW THE NAZIS TRIED
TO SHUT US DOWN FOREVER...

i

BUT We DO NOT FOCUS
ON THAT NIGHTMARE.
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FOR TO GIE INTO FEAR WOULD BE
AN INSULT TO THEIR MEMORY.

INSTEAD, THE SCHUWLILES MUSELUM
FOCUSES ON OUR PERSEVERENCE,
AND THE FACT THAT THE ATTACK
OF THE HATEFUL WAS A FAILURE.
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WE ARE ONE COMMUNITY.
WE WILL CONQUER THE WORLD,

We HAVE FOUGHT TOGETHER, DIED
TOGETHER, AND CELEBRATED TOGETHER.

OUR PRIDE IS OUR STRENGTH.

OUR UNITY IS OUR BLOOD.
WE WIL NOT ONLY SURVIVE

WE MUST REMEMBER! WE MUST
STAND TOGETHE! ETHER IN THE
FACE OF ADVERSITY, OR IN THE MIDST
OF CELEBRATION,

BY STANDING TOGETHER

JUST LIKE OUR QUEER ANCESTORS.

WE MUST BUILD EACH
OTHER UP, FOR SIMPLY
BEING WHO WE ARE IS A
POWERFUL MESSAGE.
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